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Palgrave Macmillan is proud to announce:
2008 NATIONAL JEWISH BOOK AWARD
Winner [category of Holocaust]:

THE HOLOCAUST BY BULLETS 

by Father Patrick Desbois
Finalist [category of Sephardic]: 

IRAQ’S LAST JEWS
by Tamar Morad, Dennis Shasha, & Robert Shasha

January 2009 – The Jewish Book Council has awarded THE HOLOCAUST BY BULLETS: A Priest’s Journey to Uncover the Truth Behind the Murder of 1.5 Million Jews by Father Patrick Desbois the 2008 National Jewish Book Award in the category of Holocaust.  IRAQ’S LAST JEWS by Tamar Morad, Dennis Shasha, and Robert Shasha has been named a finalist in the category of Sephardic.
Published in August 2008, THE HOLOCAUST BY BULLETS relays Father Desbois’ impassioned efforts to investigate the murders of Jews by Nazi mobile units in Ukraine during World War II.  With great sensitivity and intuition, Father Desbois and his team of experts visited the sites of these murders, interviewed surviving witnesses, and combined their testimonies with documentation from German and Soviet archives to document this largely unreported period of Nazi atrocities.
Father Desbois is an advisor to the Vatican on the Jewish religion and the President of Yahad - In Unum, an organization dedicated to increasing knowledge and cooperation between Catholics and Jews.  

IRAQ’S LAST JEWS, published in October 2008 with a paperback edition to come later this year, is a collection of first-person accounts of Iraqi Jews and their lives in 20th century Iraq. In the 1920s and early 1930s, Iraq’s 2,500 year-old Jewish community flourished, contributing in fields ranging from music to writing to national politics. Those good times came to an end starting in the 1940s due to Nazi influences, Arab nationalism and the emergence of Israel. In response to increasing oppression, the Jewish community sought escape to Israel, culminating in a mass airlift organized by the Mossad.  The Jews who remained after the emigration enjoyed some good years, followed by the arbitrary brutality of Saddam Hussein. Collectively, these oral histories tell a story about beauty, quiet bravery, and the possibility of peace in times of great upheaval
Tamar Morad is a journalist who has worked at the Wall Street Journal, Jerusalem Post, and the Israeli daily Ha’aretz. Robert Shasha is founder and president of the Cotswold Group, a real estate ownership and management company. Dennis Shasha is a professor of computer science at the Courant Institute of New York University.

Palgrave’s Senior Vice President and Publisher Airié Stuart said, "Palgrave Macmillan is committed to publishing the best work in Jewish interest and studies and we are thrilled these two books have been honored by the Jewish book Council.  In The Holocaust by Bullets, Father Desbois tells the compelling story of his journey to find the truth about the many lives lost in the Ukraine.  In Iraq's Last Jews, Tamar Morad, Dennis Shasha and Robert Sasha have given voice to and revealed the history of the unique Jewish community in Iraq.  We are hopeful these awards will bring more readers to these important books."

For media inquiries, or to arrange an interview with Father Patrick Desbois, 
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For media inquiries, or to arrange an interview with the authors of Iraq’s Last Jews
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