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SOLUTIONS

Oct 1. We begin with a fairly conven ti onal (for him) Bri d ge

probl em from Larry Kell s , who wri tes that this probl em was

s o lved at a to u rn a m ent table by ex act ly one decl a rer, to the

a m a zem ent of on l oo kers . Kells bel i eves that he would never

h ave solved it at the tabl e , and won ders if you wi ll be able to

s o lve it aw ay from the table assuming that after the open i n g

l e ad the defen ders play perfect ly.

Af ter a 1NT opening by Nort h , the de a l er, and a weak 3

Di a m ond jump overc a ll by East you have arrived at 6 Spade s .

Your side is vu l n era ble and the opening lead is the Di a m on d

Ki n g. Plan the play to give yo u rs el f the best po s s i ble ch a n ce

of su ccess assuming that East is nei t h er overly cautious nor

overly aggre s s ive with his preem ptive bi d s .

The fo ll owing soluti on is from the propo s er.

The obvious way to play for slam is to take the tru m p

f i n e s s e . However, s i n ce East’s diamonds are on ly qu een - h i gh ,

it may be more likely that he has the Spade Ki n g. If he holds

Kx you can play for an en d p l ay by taking the Di a m ond Ace ,

ruffing a diamon d , cashing the He a rt Ki n g, l e ading to the Ace

of S p ade s , cashing two more hearts and the Ace of Clu b s . Now

l e ad the Club Ki n g. If East is 2-3-7-1 he can ru f f i n , but wi ll

h ave on ly diamonds left and has to yi eld a ru f f - s lu f f . If he fo l-

l ows to the Club King he is 2-3-6-2 and you can lead a spade

to throw him in; s i m i l a rly if he is 2-3-7-1 and doe s n’t ru f f t h e

Club Ki n g.

The probl em with this line of p l ay is that it fails if East has

t h ree spade s , or fewer than three heart s . You have to find him

with a singl eton or do u bl eton King of S p ades as well as guess

ex act ly how many hearts or clubs he has. This redu ces the

prob a bi l i ty of su ccess con s i dera bly bel ow the odds of f i n d i n g

him with the  King to begin wi t h . Wh ere a s , even if the ch a n ce s

of West holding the Spade King are less than half, the finesse

is stra i gh tforw a rd and, i f it work s , the con tract is almost

a s su red . All things con s i dered , the spade finesse must be yo u r

best shot.

But we are told to absolutely maximize our ch a n ce s . Th ere

is one remaining vu l n era bi l i ty even if the Spade King is on s i de .

What if West holds all four spades? Th en we cannot finesse him

o ut of the Ki n g. Is there anything we can do abo ut that? Th e

on ly hope would be to exec ute a form of trump coup known

as a Sm o t h er Play. Can we plan our finessing stra tegy to

i n clu de this po s s i bi l i ty ?

The idea is to throw East in at tri ck 11 with nothing but

d i a m onds lef t , with So uth holding S-J10, West S-Kx and Nort h

S-A and a small side card (not a diamond.) Th en We s t’s tru m p

tri ck disappe a rs . Un der what con d i ti ons can this be done? As

in all trump co u p s , So uth first has to shorten his trumps to

be equal to We s t’s . Si n ce du m my ’s third diamond is to be the

t h row-in card , this means that So uth has to ru f f a small dia-

m ond and heart in his hand. So West must have ex act ly two

d i a m onds (with on ly one he wi ll overru f f i f So uth tries to ru f f

a diamon d , and with three he can prevent his partn er from

being thrown in with the third diamond) and at least fo u r

h e a rts (or he could overru f f a heart.) East must have at most

t wo clu b s , or you can’t strip him and he wi ll have a safe ex i t

t h ere . Th erefore West must have at least three clu b s . Tyi n g

this toget h er, the on ly po s s i ble distri buti on for West that may

a ll ow a Sm o t h er Play is 4-4-2-3.

Because of l i m i ted en tries to du m my, i f we want to play

for a po s s i ble Sm o t h er Play we must take the Di a m ond Ace

and ru f f a small diamond immed i a tely. (Th ere is a slight ri s k

of an unnece s s a ry overru f f in a situ a ti on wh ere West does not

h ave all four tru m p s . However, in that case East would have

ei ght diamonds and pre su m a bly would have preem pted to the

fo u r- l evel at favora ble vu l n era bi l i ty.) Th en cash the He a rt

King and finesse the Spade Ni n e . If East fo ll ows low, we are

h om e . In the actual de a l , East shows out :

Now cash the He a rt AQ , ru f f a heart , cash the Club AK and

finesse the Spade Queen, leaving:

Le ad the Di a m ond Ei ght and discard the Club Ei gh t . The defen d-

ers are helpless!

In summary, for a correct solution,two things must be real-

i zed : The trump finesse has a bet ter ch a n ce than an en d p l ay.

Preparation must be made to execute a Smother Play if trumps

are 4-0.

North
♠ AQ9
♥ AQ75
♦ A87
♣ 743

South
♠ J108542
♥ K
♦ 3
♣ AK852

North
♠ AQ 9
♥ AQ 7 5
♦ A 8 7
♣ 7 4 3

South
♠ J 1 0 8 5 4 2
♥ K
♦ 3
♣ A K 8 5 2

East
♠
♥ J 9 6 3
♦ Q J 9 6 5 4 2
♣ Q 1 0

West
♠ K 7 6 3
♥ 1 0 8 4 2
♦ K 1 0
♣ J 9 6

North
♠ A
♥
♦ 8
♣ 7

South
♠ J 1 0
♥
♦
♣ 8

East
♠
♥
♦ Q 9 6
♣

West
♠ K 7
♥
♦
♣ J


