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TV vs. Newspapers 

If  there were a Betty Ford Clinic for TV detoxification , I would check myself in immediately. I am addicted to several of the TV Talking Heads . But their political and social opinions (with which I often agree) come interrupted or punctuated by a sequence of ads. The ratio of opinion to ads reminds me of the classic recipe for Rabbit Stew: one rabbit to one horse.  

The Talking Heads tease us. "Stay tuned," they plead.  "Don't go away and miss the interview with Senator Trombone coming up next."  "Next" often  means two minutes before the hour and is preceded by numerous  enticing suggestions.  I have been advised , e.g., that buying PDQ Flea Powder and Carioca Life Insurance will change my life and that a regimen of Koerce Pills will augment my libidinous potentiality.  

       I am also addicted to the morning  newspaper. I admit it freely. I need the newspapers to tell me what has happened in the world and what will happen. I need the funnies, the editorials, the words of the prize winning columnists, to properly digest my scrambled eggs (with a squirt of anchovy paste.on the side.)  After breakfast I need the crossword puzzle to keep my brain cells from moldering. .Yes, there are many ads in the newspapers, but as opposed to the TV where the ads come in series and cannot be avoided,  newspaper ads are in parallel and if I desire, my eyes easily ignores them. 

       Let's hear it for the newspapers ! Long may they flourish !  

                                 ***

In my next installment, I'll deal with online news such as provided by Google, Twitter, Huffington Post. Stay tuned.  

