
Land of Dreams

One evening in the spring of 1880, Herbert Bentwich, a bachelor twenty-four years 

old, attended the Jews' Infant School Ball. There he saw a girl, and without even knowing her 

name, he fell in love The next morning he told his cousin, "If she hasn't a shirt to her back, I'll 

marry her!" It was a bold romantic statement for an ambitious young lawyer at a time when 

"marrying well" meant marrying money. But Herbert Bentwich, then and later, had courage, 

loved romance, and held determinedly to his goals. (The obverse of these virtues was a fierce, 

Quixotic, blindness to the worlds that other people live in.) 

Susannah Solomon was a star student of piano at the London Academy of Music. She 

dreamed of devoting her life to music and of achieving the transcendent musicianship of 

Anton Rubinstein, Joseph Joachim, and the singer Adelina l'atti. Her love of music and 

disciplined pursuit of excellence, (she practiced each morning before the rest of the household 

arose) had persuaded her parents to suppott her study, though they had doubts about a public 

career for a woman. Music was a family tradition. Susannah's mother, (born Helena 

Lichtenstadt ), was related to Ignaz Moscheles, a teacher of Felix Mendelssohn, and a friend of 

Beethoven. 

From April through August Herbert Bentwich courted Susie Solomon, and he listed their 

meetings in his journal 

1) Jews' Infant School Ball 24t1, March 1880;
2) Concert at London Academy (of Music);
3) Harris's party
4) at 3 Paragon [ The Solomon family home;- Paragon was a gated community south of the

river Thames. - A friend of the family recalled meeting him there. Susie was out and
Herbe,t, waiting for her to come in, listened to Mr Solomon tell about his early struggles,
when he was the only Jewish boy in a large factory, and used to buy books and read them to
his coworkers at dinner time J

5) at Opera (tickets);
6) at 3 Paragon.[ The Solomons put on a family talent show, and Susannah was impressed by

Herbert's courage and verve when he sang "Ben Bolt"].
7) at London Academy distribution. [Susannah . received the gold medal for piano );
8) at Paris -Grand Hotel, July 30-August 4t1•. [Susie's parents took her to Paris as a graduation

present, and Herbert followed. and charmed Susannah with his lively e1tjoyment of what
Paris offered .. ]

9) at 3 Paragon spoke to Mr. S
I 0) Proposed on Sunday 22nd August at I p.m. and accepted

Once betrothed, Susannah turned her energies into preparing for marriage. She 

describes her days ; "I have been working very hard since 4 this afternoon, and nothing does 




















