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Abstract

Theabstractparagraphshouldbeindented1/2 inch (3 picas)onbothleft
andright-handmargins. Use10 point type, with a vertical spacingof
11 points. Theword Abstract mustbecentered,bold, andin point size
12. Two line spacesprecedetheabstract.Theabstractmustbelimited to
oneparagraph.

1 Submissionof papersto NIPS*2002

This yearwe requireelectronicsubmissions.Pleasereadcarefully the instructionsbelow,
andfollow themfaithfully.

Papersto besubmittedto NIPS*2002mustbepreparedaccordingto the instructionspre-
sentedhere.Papersmaybeonly up to 8 pageslong, includingfiguresandreferences.This
is a strict upperbound. Papersthatexceed8 pageswill not be reviewed,or in any other
wayconsideredfor presentationat theconference.

Authorsarerequiredto usethe NIPS LATEX style files obtainableat the NIPS websiteas
indicatedbelow. Pleasemakesureyouusethecurrentonesandnot previousversions.

You mustenteryour submissionin the electronicsubmissionform availableat the NIPS
websitelistedbelow. You will beaskedto enterpapertitle, nameof all authors,category,
oral/posterpreference,anddataaboutthe contactauthor(name,full address,telephone,
fax, andemail). You will needto uploadanelectronic(postscriptor pdf) versionof your
paper.

THE SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS JULY 1, 2002. SUBMISSIONS MUST BE
LOGGED BY MIDNIGHT , JULY 1, 2002,PACIFIC DAYLIGHT TIME

�

Usefootnotefor providing furtherinformationaboutauthor(webpage,alternativeaddress)—not
for acknowledgingfundingagencies.



1.1 Retrieval of stylefiles

Thestylefilesfor NIPS,theElectronicSubmissionPage,andotherconferenceinformation
areavailableon theWorld WideWebat

http://www.nips.cc/

Thefile nips2002.ps (or nips2002.pdf) containstheseinstructionsandillustrates
thevariousformattingrequirementsyourNIPSpapermustsatisfy. LATEX userscanchoose
betweentwo style files: nips2002.sty (to be usedwith LATEX version 2.09) and
nips2002e.sty (to be usedwith LATEX2e). The file nips2002.tex may be used
asa “shell” for writing your paper. All you have to do is replacetheauthor, title, abstract,
andtext of thepaperwith your own. Thefile nips2002.rtf is providedasa shell for
MS Word users.

Theformattinginstructionscontainedin thesestylefiles aresummarizedin sections2, 3,
and4 below.

1.2 Categoriesfor paper submission

YourNIPSpapercanbesubmittedto any of thefollowing ninecategories:

Algorithms and Architectures
Applications
Cognitive Science / Artificial Intelligence
Emerging Technologies
Neuroscience
Reinforcement Learning and Control
Speech and Signal Processing
Theory
Visual Processing

A descriptionof eachcategory canbe found in the call for papersat the NIPS website
(http://www.nips.cc/).

2 General formatting instructions

The text must be confinedwithin a rectangle5 inches(30 picas)wide and 8.25 inches
(49.5 picas)long. The left margin is 1.75 inches(10.5 picas). Use 10 point type with
a vertical spacingof 11 points. TimesNew Romanis the preferredtypefacethroughout.
Paragraphsareseparatedby 1/2 line space,with no indentation.

Papertitle is 17 point, initial caps/lower case,bold, centeredbetween2 horizontalrules.
Top rule is 4 points thick andbottomrule is 1 point thick. Allow 1/4 inch spaceabove
andbelow title to rules. The first rule is 1.1 inches(6.6 picas)from the top of the page.
Subsequentpagesshouldstartat 1 inch (6 picas)from thetop of thepage.

Authors’ namesareset in boldface,andeachnameis centeredabove the corresponding
address.Theleadauthor’snameis to belistedfirst (left-most),andtheco-authors’names
(if differentaddress)aresetto follow. If only oneco-author, list bothauthorandco-author
sideby side.

Pleasepay specialattentionto the instructionsin section4 regardingfigures,tables,ac-
knowledgments,andreferences.



3 Headings: first level

First level headingsarelowercase(exceptfor first wordandpropernouns),flushleft, bold
andin point size12. Oneline spacebeforethefirst level headingand1/2 line spaceafter
thefirst level heading.

3.1 Headings: secondlevel

Secondlevel headingsarelower case(exceptfor first word andpropernouns),flush left,
boldandin pointsize10. Oneline spacebeforethesecondlevel headingand1/2 line space
afterthesecondlevel heading.

3.1.1 Headings: third level

Third level headingsarelowercase(exceptfor first wordandpropernouns),flushleft, bold
andin point size10. Oneline spacebeforethethird level headingand1/2 line spaceafter
thethird level heading.

4 Citations, figures,tables,references

Theseinstructionsapplyto everyone,regardlessof theformatterbeingused.

4.1 Citations within the text

Citationswithin the text shouldbe numberedconsecutively. The correspondingnumber
is to appearenclosedin squarebrackets,suchas[1] or [2]-[5]. The correspondingrefer-
encesareto be listed in thesameorderat theendof thepaper, in theReferencessection.
(Note: thestandardBIBTEX styleunsrt producesthis.) As to theformatof thereferences
themselves,any styleis acceptableaslong asit is usedconsistently.

4.2 Footnotes

Indicatefootnoteswith a number1 in thetext. Placethefootnotesat thebottomof thepage
on which they appear. Precedethefootnotewith ahorizontalrule of 2 inches(12picas).2

4.3 Figures

All artwork mustbe neat,clean,and legible. Lines shouldbe dark enoughfor purposes
of reproduction;art work shouldnot be hand-drawn. Figurenumberandcaptionalways
appearafter thefigure. Placeoneline spacebeforethefigurecaption,andoneline space
after thefigure. Thefigurecaptionis lower case(exceptfor first word andpropernouns);
figuresarenumberedconsecutively.

Makesurethefigurecaptiondoesnot getseparatedfrom thefigure.Leavesufficient space
to avoid splitting thefigureandfigurecaption.

4.4 Tables

All tablesmustbecentered,neat,cleanandlegible. Do not usehand-drawn tables.Table
numberandtitle alwaysappearbeforethetable.SeeTable1.

1Sampleof thefirst footnote
2Sampleof thesecondfootnote



Figure1: Samplefigurecaption

Table1: Sampletabletitle

PART DESCRIPTION

Dendrite Input terminal
Axon Outputterminal
Soma Cell body(containscell nucleus)

Placeoneline spacebeforethe tabletitle, oneline spaceafter the tabletitle, andoneline
spaceafter the table. The tabletitle mustbe lower case(exceptfor first word andproper
nouns);tablesarenumberedconsecutively.

5 Final instructions

Do not changeany aspectsof theformattingparametersin thestylefiles. In particular:do
not modify thewidth or lengthof therectanglethetext shouldfit into, anddo not change
font sizes(exceptperhapsin theReferencessection;seebelow). Leavepagesunnumbered.

Acknowledgments

Useunnumberedthird level headingsfor theacknowledgments.All acknowledgmentsgo
at theendof thepaper.

References

Referencesfollow theacknowledgments.Useunnumberedthird level headingfor theref-
erences.Any choiceof citation style is acceptableas long as you are consistent. It is
permissibleto reducethefont sizeto ‘small’ (9-point)whenlisting thereferences.
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