
Preface 

Brief is the life of man, and of uncertain duration is his handiwork, be it ships, houses, governments or 
laws. But the echoes from soul to soul will go on as long as human life lasts. 

A Dreamer's Journey Morris Raphael Cohen 

In 1948, when my aunt Thelma went out to California to visit Carmel (my mother), the two 

sisters had not met for eleven years. World War II had come and gone. Carmel had been divorced; 

Thelma had been widowed; their children had grown. 

As Carmel was coming in from Santa Barbara at the Los Angeles train station, she noticed that 

there was still some time before Thelma's train from Chicago was due. A stream of people was heading 

into a building across the square. She crossed the street to see where they were going and found that a 

Christian Science Lecture was about to begin. She went in. 

When she came out, the train from Chicago had arrived. She was just in time to see Thelma 

walking up from the platform towards the street, carrying her cello. 

" Hello!" said Thelma "Do you know that Schnabel is playing in your town today!" 

She had seen the announcement in the Los Angeles Times that she read on the train. 

The two sisters hailed a taxi and went directly to the concert hall, where a sign said "SOLD 

OUT!" Thelma persuaded the person at the box office to let them in as standees. In the intermission 

they found two seats. After the concert they went backstage, and Schnabel greeted Thelma with a 

warm embrace. They had played together in Berlin in 1932, and in Palestine in 1935. 

Carmel loved to tell this story. She saw in it "a demonstration of Divine Mind." I see it as a 

vivid demonstration of Bentwich family relationships with their emphasis on music, and devotion to and 

concern for religion . 

Family history can be a list of gravestones, an examination of public offices and/or private 

crimes,. or a litany of legends. This memoir _is woven out of letters exchanged among members of the 

Bentwich family. It is particularly concerned with the diverse visions that Susannah and Herbert 

Bentwich pursued, and with the consequences of their dreams in their own lives and in the lives of 

their children. 

Herbert Bentwich (1856-1932) and Susannah Solomon (1861-1915) met in the spring of 

1880. They began married life as young English Jews in a world that promised fulfillment. They lived 

in an era of writing, and saving letters, and their children also wrote letters and kept them. In life and in 

letters the Bentwiches were lively, self-dramatizing personalities, trying to bring to earth their visions of 

heaven. 








