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Solution: X must be able to force a win because
there must be an X in two out of three of the cells in
some corner (otherwise O would have moved 8 times
just in the perimeter, whereas O has only 6 moves).

The three cells of a corner

The winning move consists of placing an X nearest some corner
where there are two Xs. This ensures that X cannot be blocked
from a threesome in his final move.


