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“Critique and the Thing: Benjamin and Heidegger”
This talk suggests that in spite of all their undeniable, 
and often unbridgeable, differences in relation to philo-
sophical, political, historical, and personal concerns, the 
projects of both Benjamin and Heidegger can be read as 
sustained engagements with the Kantian inheritance of 
critique as a mode of the radical self-questioning of 
reason in a manner that deviates decidedly from the 
neo-Kantianisms that were prevalent in the German-
speaking countries during Benjamin’s and Heidegger’s 
years of intellectual formation. The lecture interrogates 
the ways in which the relationship that both writers 
surprisingly establish between critique and the question 
of the thing (“das Ding”)—both as cultural object and as 
formal mode of intellectual inquiry—gives rise to a new 
and deeper understanding of the striking similarities and 
differences between textually mediated forms of dialecti-
cal materialism and fundamental ontology.
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