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[New York Times]

A sailor assigned to plot sonar contacts aboard the United States Navy submarine that hit and sank a Japanese
fishing vessel nearly two weeks ago has told American investigators that he had to briefly halt his task because of
the distraction of civilian guests.

[CNN]

But in a news conference Tuesday might, NTSB member John Hammerschmidt said that the sonar plotter on the
submarine — a crew member who notes contact with other possible ships — said he was unable to finish his job
plotting sonar blips because the civilians were in his way.

[USA Today]

NTSB member John Hammerschmidt also said Tuesday that the crew member responsible for tracking sonar
contacts stopped performing that task within an hour of the collision because of the presence of 16 civilian guests
in the submarine’s control room.

[Mercury]

A crew member plotting sonar readings on a U.S. submarine that collided with a fishing vessel has told
investigators he briefly stopped performing the task because he was distracted by civilian guests in the control
room.

[AP]

A crewman who was plotting sonar readings also has told investigators he was distracted by civilian guests in the
control room and halted his work.
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[F1%]

e Under the Bush administration, the Justice Department had filed a suit supporting Sharon Taxman, declaring
that her raced-based firing was illegal.

¢ Under the Bush administration, the Justice Department had supported a discrimination lawsuit by Sharon
Taxman, a white business teacher at a Piscataway, New Jersey, high school.

e Gerry Adams, the militant Northern Ireland republican leader, had an unprecedented meeting Tuesday with Irish
Premier Albert Reynolds in Dublin to discuss the cease-fire of the Irish Republican Army.

e Irish Prime Minister Albert Reynolds will meet Gerry Adams, president of the IRA’s political wing Sinn Fein,
for talks Tuesday afternoon, government sources said.

(R

e Delegates to the U.N. conference on population and development neared agreement Tuesday on a U.S.-backed
compromise aimed at defusing religious controversy over abortion, but progress stalled at the last minute after
there were objections from the Vatican.

e U.S. officials expressed hope Tuesday that they were nearing agreements over the disputed abortion and birth
control sections of a United Nations plan for slowing the world’s population growth.

[RE 5]

e What would happen if Clinton were to lift the longstanding U.S. embargo on Cuba?

e Reversing previous U.S. policy, President Clinton has sent them to the U.S. naval base on Guatanamo on the
southwestern tip of Cuba.
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